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SUBJECT: REQUEST FOR MEETING WITH SECDEF BY FDP 
DEFENSE SPOKESMAN 

1 . FDP BUNDESTAG DEFENSE SPOKESMAN JUERGEN W. MOELLE- 
MANN HAS ON TWO RECENT OCCASIONS APPROACHED AN EMBASSY 
OFFICER ABOUT THE POSSIBILITY OF HIS PAYING A CALL ON 
SECRETARY OF DEFENSE RUMSFELD IN MAY. MOELLEMANN EX- 
PLAINED THAT HE WOULD LIKE TO MEET WITH SECDEF IN ORDER 
TO DEVELOP A BETTER UNDERSTANDING OF US THINKING ON 
DEFENSE MATTERS. MOELLEMANN VISITED LONDON AT THE BEGIN- 
NING OF FEBRUARY WHERE HE MET WITH STATE MINISTER FOR 
DEFENSE WILLIAM ROGERS TO DISCUSS STANDARDIZATION IN 
NATO AND THE BRITISH CONCEPT OF NAVAL OPERATIONS. HE 
ALSO SAW FOREIGN MINISTER CALLAGHAN. MOELLEMANN HAS 
BEEN A STRONG SUPPORTER OF THE FRG DECISION TO CONSTRUCT 
TWELVE CLASS 122 FRIGATES. 

2. COMMENT: MOELLEMANN IS RELATIVELY NEW TO THE JOB 
OF DEFENSE SPOKESMAN FOR HIS PARTY. A PARTY NOT TRADI- 
TIONALLY NOTED FOR ITS INTEREST IN SECURITY QUESTIONS. 
MOELLEMANN HAS TAKEN HIS NEW RESPONSIBILITIES SERIOUSLY 
AND HAS MADE A DETERMINED EFFORT TO MASTER THE SUBJECT 
MATTER. THE EMBASSY APPRECIATES THE CONSTRAINTS ON THE 
SECDEF'S TIME, BUT NEVERTHELESS HOPES THAT A SHORT 
COURTESY CALL COULD BE SCHEDULED. SHOULD THIS NOT PROVE 
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WITH THE DEPUTY SECRETARY AND/OR THE ASSISTANT SECRETARY 
FOR INTERNATIONAL SECURITY AFFAIRS. SUCH A MEETING 
WOULD GIVE DOD OFFICIALS AN OPPORTUNITY TO MAKE APPRO- 
PRIATE POINTS ON THE US-FRG SECURITY RELATIONSHIP TO A 
SENIOR BUNDESTAG OFFICIAL. THE EMBASSY BELIEVES CON- 
SIDERATION SHOULD ALSO BE GIVEN TO THE FACT THAT 
MOF.LLEM ANN'S PARTY WILL CONTINUE TO PLAY A ROLE, ALBEIT 
LIMITED. IN DETERMINING FRG SECURITY POLICY EVEN AFTER 
THE OCTOBER ELECTION. 

3. REQUEST GUIDANCE FROM THE DEPARTMENT REGARDING THE 
POSSIBILITY OF ARRANGING SUCH A MEETING. 

HILLENBRAND 
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